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Introduction

Hello! 

 

If you have received this package, you are an interested vendor for 

our Art of Disability Festival: the Remix. Thank you for taking part! 

 

Our regular annual in-person festival is cancelled this year due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. However, we are working to bring you an 

online version of our festival, and we couldn’t be more excited. 

 

Please carefully review all components of this package prior to 

submitting your profile.

If you have any 
questions, you may 
email art@ilns.ca or 
leave a message for our 
Art of Disability Festival 
Co-Coordinator, Heather 
Baglole, at 
902-453-0004 or 
1-877-310-4567. 



Festival History

Vision and Mission
Founded in 1992, Independent Living Nova 

Scotia is a registered charity supporting 

persons with disabilities through programs 

and services that promote Independent Living 

(IL). ILNS runs the only Independent Living 

Resource Centre in Nova Scotia and is one of 

23 IL organizations across Canada. The vision 

of ILNS is that all Nova Scotians with 

disabilities have the ability to live a full, 

independent life at home, work, and play 

within an inclusive community.

The Art of Disability Festival is a low-barrier 
opportunity for artists who live with 
disabilities to come together for a community 
market and showcase. For the past seven 
festivals, ILNS has offered an accessible 
platform for artists of all kinds-- jewelers, 
crafters, woodworkers, painters, dancers, 
musicians, and more. We have undergone 
changed locations, staffing growth, and now, 
a pandemic, with the same tenacity and 
strength of spirit that we appreciate in our 
consumers and celebrated artists. 



Connor Hirtle

Connor joined the ILNS team as a Festival Co-
coordinator in 2020. He has a Bachelor of Business 
Administration with distinction from Mount Saint 
Vincent University, and has been accepted into the 
Sport Management Master of Science Degree 
program at the University of Florida for Fall 2020. 
Connor is a C5/C6 quadriplegic who wants all 
persons with disabilities to have the same 
opportunities able bodied persons do. You can either 
find him in the hockey rink or enjoying adventures 
with his friends on his free time.

Heather Baglole

Heather joined the ILNS team as a Program 
Specialist in 2019. She has a Bachelor of Arts in 
History from Mount Allison University and a 
Master of Arts in Women’s and Gender Studies 
from Saint Mary’s University. She is passionate 
about social justice advocacy and has experience 
developing educational resources for youth, 
women, and LGBTQ2+ persons. She sits on the 
Halifax Pride Board of Directors and spends her 
free time exploring Nova Scotia's beautiful lakes.

Co-Coordinators

Art of Disability Festival: The Remix, Promotions and Programming

Art of Disability Festival: The Remix, Vendor Relations



Customers will be encouraged to check 
out artist’s contact information to 
initiate private sales!

The Coordinator compiles the online 
catalogue, which goes live on August 
10th and remains online through 
August 16th. 

Artists may submit:

We are sad to miss our in-person event this summer, and we know 
this change will be challenging for some vendors. 

 
Our goal is to support artists in making the switch from a live 

festival to an online space, and together we believe we can find 
beautiful ways to share our art and our stories. 

How to Participate:

a personal photo headshot
a short biography
any personal sales websites, 
Facebook pages, or other contact 
information. 
1-4 photos/file samples of artwork



Suggestions for Selling Art Online
There are different avenues for selling art online, and it can be stressful to know 

where to begin! Below we have included some popular examples. Please note that 
some options may cost a fee.

Writing a Great Bio
1. Keep it short and sweet. 
2. Write it in the third person (ex. Heather has been 

a painter since 2007, when she...) 
3. Use Pyramid Style-- write the most important 

information first, and end with the least. 
4. If you're stuck, think of the five Ws (Who, What, 

When, Where, and Why)

Taking Selfies/Portraits
1. Look up toward the camera-- we want to see 

your eyes!
2. Lighting is everything, and natural light is best! 

Try to take your photo by a window or outside 
with your face to the light. Sunset is the best 
lighting.

3. Take as many photos as possible so you have 
more options to choose from.

4. Be mindful of your background. No bathrooms!
5. Smile like you mean it!

Tips for Vendors

Create your own website 
and online store. Comes 

with preset templates and 
help guides for new users.

Use Facebook Marketplace, or 
develop a "page" for your art 

that members can visit!

An online market for artists 
and crafters, where you can 
create your own account to 

join hundreds of other sellers.



Does it cost anything to participate?
No-- the festival is free to submit profiles for the catalogue and to attend any 
webinars or events. Please keep in mind that, if customers purchase art wares from a 
distance, you may need to pay fees for shipping items. Consider your shipping 
policies and price accordingly. 

What's going to happen to the regular in-person festival?
Our goal is to bring back the in-person festival in years to come, provided that 
public health guidelines permit in-person gatherings. The health and safety of our 
artists and attendees is our highest priority. 

How can I participate if I do not have internet access/cannot use 
the internet?
We want to support artists as best we can. If you live in the Halifax Regional 
Municipality (HRM), our coordinators can schedule a one-time meeting to help with 
photo-taking and bio-writing. We are also happy to speak with your supports. Please 
reach out to art@ilns.ca or 902-453-0004 to discuss how we can best accommodate 
you. 

FAQ

Will there be space for musicians, dancers, or performers?

At this time, we do not have the capacity to host a performance event during the 
festival. Though our current focus is on the visual arts, we look forward to being able 
to engage performers in future festivals. 

thank
you!


